



Railroad Safety Office 
Field Supplement to Railroad Inspection 
Procedure Manual 
Sections: 
1. Determining approach direction in the field 
2. Verbiage guide for deficiencies, Lourie / Inventory forms and route 
directions 
3. Guidance on taking photos of the crossings 
4. Guidance on vandalized and bent signs 
5. Guidance on pavement marking replacements 
6. Guidance on 2” reflective strips for passive crossings 
7. Awareness of Emergency Notification Signs (ENS) 
8. Proper signing when distance to track from parallel road is < 100’ 
9. How to handle tracks that look abandoned or closed 
10. Guidance on pedestrian crossings 
11. Determining hump crossings 
12. Determining sight distance for Lourie obstructions and stop ahead / yield ahead. 




Determining route direction in the field 
Section 2 
Verbiage guide for deficiencies, Lourie / 
Inventory forms and route directions 
1. Do not write in all caps. Inspector’s comments will be transferred to the deficiency 
letters.  
2. Mirror any Comments from Lourie to the Inventory. The inventory is used to generate 
the letters. 
3. Use sign numbers for all signs. Example: “R15-1” in place of “Crossbucks” 
4. For pavement markings that do not exist: 
a. Label as “Install New” 
5. For pavement markings that need to be replaced: 
a. Label as “Replace” 
6. If the road was recently chip sealed / resurfaced and no RxR marking is present: 
a. Label as “Install New”.  
7. For signage that does not exist: 
a. Label as “Erect New” 
8. For signage that needs replacing: 
a. Label as “Replace” 
9. For signage that has mildew and/or debris on it but you can clearly see the reflective 
prisms under it:  
a. You may label as “Clean” or “Replace” based on inspectors opinion. The local 
maintenance office will make determination if they can clean or replace the sign.  
10.  Sign posts that are over 15 degrees from straight can be called to be straightened.  
a. Use the verbiage “Straighten”  
11. If a Crossbuck is “flat” and has no reflective sheeting: 
a. Label as “Replace Non Reflective R15-1.” 
12. If a Crossbuck averages less than 50 millicandelas write the reading in parentheses.  








Guidance on taking photos of the crossings 
Section 4 
Guidance on bent and vandalized signs 
 
Straighten if > 15 degrees 
   Acceptable                   Not Acceptable 
 






Replace or straighten if signs are bent 
          Not Acceptable                          Not Acceptable 
 
 
Replace if shot signs affect legibility or reflectivity 
                    Not Acceptable                         Acceptable 
 





Guidance on pavement marking replacements 
 
Replace or install new if pavement markings meet any of the following: 
1. If the road HAS an existing marking: 
a. The marking is not complete.  
b. The marking is worn past 50% complete.  
 
2. If the road does NOT have any markings present.  
a. If it has active warning devices then request to “Install New”. 
b. If it does NOT have active warning and is over 400 vehicle ADT and 
over 40 MPH then request to “Install New”. Otherwise it does not 
need pavement markings.  
c. If the road has visibly been resurfaced since the last inspection then 
request to “Install New” if it meets the criteria explained above. 
 

















Awareness of Emergency Notification Signs 
(ENS)  
 
Section 8  
Proper signing when distance to track from 




How to handle tracks that look abandoned or 
closed 
Regardless of the condition of the right of way we still 
inventory / inspect. If you feel that the line may be out of 
service please contact us.  
 
Section 10 
Guidance on Pedestrian Crossings 
If there is a pedestrian crossing separated and adjacent to the 
Roadway crossing greater than 25’, it will need its own 
crossbuck assembly and pavement markings. If the pedestrian 
crossing does not have an ENS sign contact SCDOT to 



































































Packaging attachments for submittal 
 
Please name and package the PDFs submittal in the following 
format. 
Lourie Form 
 
Inventory Form 
 
Sketch 
Photos 
 
 
